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100 Years of Poland Regaining its 
Independence Gala 

Dear Members, Friends and Guests of the gala, 

On Saturday, November  17, 2018,  a prestigious gala 
took place to commemorate a very significant 
milestone on Poland’s 1000 years long history. 

Celebrating 100 years of Poland regaining its 
independence was the main focus of attention for  
Polish people all over the World, especially in Miami.
All four Miami based Polish Institutions including  The 
Consulate of The Republic of Poland, The American 
Institute of Polish Culture, The Chopin Foundation of 
the United States and The Polish American Club of 
Miami jointly organized the grand celebration, which 
was held at the Hungarian Club of Miami.  Our one 
and only, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Poland, 
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Lady Blanka Rosenstiel was leading 
the way in preparations for the  gala. 
Guests invited to the celebration 
included governors, senators, 
members of the U.S Congress, 
Mayors, business leaders and 
scholars. 

The beautiful evening consisted of an elegant dinner, wine, speeches and a concert by 
World - renowned pianist Mr. Kevin Kenner. All the guests had a pleasure to enjoy music 
composed by Fryderyk Chopin and Ignacy Paderewski, who was also a well known 
spokesman for Polish Independence. 
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“No invader has ever 
conquered the heart of 
Poland, that spirit which is 
the inheritance of sons and 
daughters, the private passion 
of families and the ancient, 
unbreakable tie to all those 
who came before”

 - James A. Michener

                                                                                 Mr. Kevin Kenner
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Lady Blanka Rosenstiel welcomed everyone and 
expressed her gladness and pleasure to share this 
wonderful celebration with everyone present. 
Ms. Beata Paszyc, an Executive Director of  The 
American Institute of Polish Culture, Mrs. Jadwiga 
Gewert , an Executive Director of the Chopin 
Foundation of the United States, as well as 
Grzegorz Okoń, the President of The Polish 
American Club of Miami, all gave short speeches to 
seated audience, summarizing historical Polish 
influence and presence around the World and in 
Miami.  Mrs. Valeria Berki spoke on behalf of the 
Hungarian Club of Miami, where the event was 
hosted. 

Everyone present was delighted to honor those who 
fought for Poland’s freedom, as well as recognize 
the centuries long Polish American Friendship and 
Relations. 
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            Mrs. Valeria Berki                 Mr. Grzegorz OkońMs. Beata PaszycMrs. Jadwiga Gewert 

Lady Blanka Rosenstiel
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Lady Blanka Rosenstiel and Doug 
Evans 

A brief history of Poland lecture was given to all by a key note speaker from the Institute 
of World Politics in Washington DC, Dr. Marek Jan 
Chodakiewicz, the holder of Kościuszko Chair.

“Poland is not 100 years old. On November 11, 1918, Poland 
Proclaimed its return to the World scene as an independent 
state. It also affirmed the continuity of its history: almost 900 
years of its statehood, nearly a Millennium of Christianity, 
and several thousands of years marking the presence of its 
people in the area around the Vistula River. Poland  became a 
sovereign state and a parliamentary democracy once more. 
Thus, November 11, 2018, Poland’s Independence Day, 
encapsulates the effort of Polish generations to be free. ” 

- Dr. Marek Jan Chodakiewicz
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Dr. Marek Jan Chodakiewicz
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This special edition of our bulletin was prepared primarily for those, who couldn’t make 
it to this great gala, especially the government officials. We understand their busy 
schedules, but still it would have been great if they had not missed being with us on this 
spectacular occasion. They would have had an exceptional time.

The gala was so wonderful that it will be remembered for at least another 100 years by 
the almost 100 guests who attended. Those guests who couldn’t make it to this grand 
celebration sent beautiful wishes and congratulation letters. We were grateful for all of 
them. One of the most thoughtful was a proclamation letter which was received from 
Senator Annette Taddeo. We decided to include it in this PACOM’s bulletin’s special 
edition. 

Thank you to all who came. We appreciate your presence and respect given to Poland. 
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